October 18, 2026 | 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, red missal p. 633 | 21st Sunday After Pentecost 1962 Missal p. 803

The Kiss of Peace After
consultation and prayer, I've
decided it best for our parish to
discontinue giving the “sign of
peace” just before receiving Holy
Communion. From November
1st, the priest will give us Christ’s
peace from the altar and then go
directly into the Lamb of God.
Some of you will welcome this development, and
others may not. My priest friends who have
discontinued the congregation’s Kiss of Peace tell
me that some folks will inevitably continue
exchanging some gesture of peace, either out of
habit or out of preference, but that most of their
people are a bit relieved to not have to anymore.
There are four reasons why a growing number of
parishes are omitting the “sign of peace,” but first
let me point out that the priest’s invitation to
exchange a gesture of peace is optional. The
Roman Missal, in numbers 127 and 128, says that
the priest, “turned toward the people, extending
and then joining his hands, adds: “The Peace of the
Lord be with you always.’ The people reply: ‘And
with your spirit.” then, if appropriate, the Deacon or
the Priest adds “let us offer each other the sign of
peace.” The General Instruction to the Roman
Missal says the same thing in #154: “if
appropriate,” the priest invites the congregation to
exchange a sign of peace.
The Peace of Christ I don’t think exchanging a
gesture of peace at this point in the Mass is

In our culture of superficial greetings (“How are
you?!” “Fine!P’) and Walmart’s paid “greeters,” the
Sign of Peace at Mass tends to be more of a “meet
and greet” moment rather than a reverent gift of
Christ’s Peace. I must say that at Star of the Sea,
the exchange of peace almost never devolves into a
superficial and worldly gesture. We are good at
maintaining, for the most part, its appropriately
sacred character. After all, we are not giving each
other the peace of the world, or a merely human
greeting, but the peace of Christ. This peace is from
God and always requires a sacrificial submission
to His Will.

Reasons for the Change Here are three reasons
why 'm discontinuing the peoples’ Sign of Peace
at our parish. 1) at this point in the Mass, just
before we received Christ in the Holy Eucharist,
we should keep our focus on the altar 2) giving
Christ’s peace by shaking hands easily becomes a
“meet and greet,” which compromises the
reverence due to His sacrifice present on the altar
3) grasping others’ hands can easily spread flu
bacteria and other diseases. I will go more deeply
into both this question and the nature of the
Eucharistic sacrifice in next Sunday’s bulletin.
History and the Resurrection Next Friday,
October 30th, at 7pm in the auditorium, the
founding president of San Francisco's Hamilton
Society will deliver a talk on the historical
evidence for Christ’s resurrection. Aditya Prathap,
Stanford University alumnus, writer, and tech
entrepreneur, will provide compelling historical
data evidence for the

absolutely inappropriate, but I
think it is less appropriate in
our culture. ’'ve been at
Byzantine liturgies in which
the Kiss of Peace is given with
great reverence and charity,
focusing on Christ rather than
on ourselves, and I’ve been
most edified. The priests will
still “give the peace” to each
other in the sanctuary, when

resurrection. Join me on
Friday night for what
promises to be a most
enlightening talk on faith
and advanced science.
Eucharistic Rosary
Congress I want to thank
Manuel Padilla and all
who participated in our

more than one is celebrating,

and extend that to the congregation
with open arms, but from November
1st, the congregation will not be
invited to shake each other's hands.
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Archbishop Cordileone offering Mass
at Mission Basilica last week on the
250th anniversary of its dedication,
October 9, 1776. This Mass was part
of our Eucharistic Rosary Congress.

second annual ERC from
October 7-15. What a joy
to see folks leading the rosary
every hour of the day before the
Blessed Sacrament for eight days
straight! Fr. Joseph Illo
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‘The Sunday Scripture

Render Unto Caesar (Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b;
Matthew 22:15-21) Many are tempted, these days, to cheat on
their taxes, not only because taxes are unreasonably high, but
also because our tax money pays for some very bad things (e.g.,
abortions, mutilating surgeries, etc.). But Jesus says, in today’s
Gospel, to “render unto Caesar.” In St. Thomas More’s words, we
should aspire to be “The King’s good servant, and God’s first.”

Mass Intentions

Saturday |8:30am |t Fr. Piers Lahey
10/17 12noon |Int. of Dan O"Neill
4:30pm |[Int. of Linda Tam

Sunday 8:00am |+ Marissa Recaro
10/18 9:30am |Int. of Brenda C. Petropoulos (bday)
11:30am|Int. of Dennis Stanton (bday)

7:30pm |People of the Parish

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
We celebrate Saint Pope, John Paul IT on

October 22. He had a profound devotion
to the Blessed Sacrament, which he called
the "secret of my day.” He promoted
Eucharistic adoration, and started
Adoration in a chapel at St. Peter's
Basilica. He is quoted, “Jesus is not an
idea, a sentiment, a memory! Jesus is a
‘person, always alive and present with
us... present in the Eucharist.”

We hope you are experiencing the fruit of the Eucharistic

Rosary Congress. Thank you to all who

participated in any way and lead a rosary.

Remember! We are in our 10th anniversary of

Perpetual Adoration! Please sign up for a

weekly Holy Hour at

www.adorationpro.org/star or use QR code

Monday |7:00am |t Wayne Johnson

10/19
/ 12noon |Int. of Peter Tan (bday)

Int. for Pope Leo XIV - healing
T Radwa Nemri

T Fr. Richard Bollea

T Souls in Purgatory

T Terri Jean Newman

T Anita S. Francia (bday)

T Nicholas L. Petropoulos

6:00pm |Int. of Catarina Lai (healing)

Int. of Monina Arnaldo (bday)

Int. of Sister Carol & The Sanctuary
Missionaries of Divine Mercy

T Frances Zinck

1 Blanca Mariles

T Michael M. Brown

1 Alberto Arambula

T Rochie Cabonce Gonzalez

FORMED WEEKLY RECOMMENDATIONS
http://watch.formed.org | Free to all parishioners!

The Divine Plan Surviving strikingly similar near-death
experiences, Pope John Paul IT and President Ronald Reagan
confided to each other a shared conviction: that God had spared
their lives for the purpose of defeating communism. The Divine
Plan draws on the film’s exclusive interviews with renowned
historians, scholars, journalists, and church officials including
historians Douglas Brinkley, HW. Brands, Anne Applebaum, John
O’Sullivan, Craig Shirley (the leading biographer of John Paul II),
George Weigel, close Reagan adviser Richard V. Allen, Cardinal
Timothy Dolan and Bishop Robert Barron.

Tuesday 7:00am |1 Han-Seob Kim
10/20 12noon | Danilo Sendin (anniv)
6:00pm |t Louis N. Petropoulos

Wednesday | 7:00am |Int. of Matthew Schnur

10/21 12noon |t Trinidad Seballos and deceased Family
member

6:00pm |Int. of Abiegale T. Soriano

Thursday |7:00am | Thomas and Desmond Walsh (anniv)
10/22 12noon |Int. for Pope Leo XIV - healing

6:00pm |1 Wilfred Chow

Friday 7:00am |Int. of Nativity High School
10/23 12noon |7 Cecilia Beltrame (anniv)
6:00pm |Int. of Katherine Nguyen

Prayer Intentions

For the Sick Mariana Mendieta, Margaret &
Mark Sellai, Shawn Mickle, Justin Chin,
Andrew Abdo, Maria Avedano, Denis Von
Kaeppler, Oliva Setiawaty, O Lai Sau King,
John Brennan, Benjamin Tan, Lourdes Washington, Jerr
Dewey, Pedro Mendoza, Mary Ann Brautigan, Dcn Albert
Nimri, Virginia Rosillo, Zuleyka Sierra, Luca Celentano,
Fernandita Dizon, Rhoda Chiu, Florita Paras, John
Campion, Pope Leo XIV and all sick parishioners.
In Loving Memory of Alberto Arambula, Blanca Mariles
and Rochie Gonzalez

Saturday |8:30am |t Cecilia Beltrame
10/24 12noon |Int. of Joan Spaargaren for healing
4:30pm [Int. of Tuyet Tran and Family

Archdiocese of San Francisco COUPLETALK

OCT 28 - DEC 9 | 6:30PM-8:30PM | Star of the Sea
Couples learn healthy research-proven
communication and conflict resolution

skills! Sessions are fun, interactive, and

include practice time together and

Workbooks. No Charge! Free Childcare +
$100 Gift Card* (*For qualifying couples

who complete the entire class) Register: Use QR Code
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Programs & Apostolates

GENERAL INFORMATION
Parish office, 415-751-0450
www.starparish.com

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE & ALL
SACRAMENTS
415-751-0450

Adoration Committee
Laurie Murdock 415-244-8186
staradorationsf@gmail.com

Parish Finance Council
Ryan Sebers
ryan@starparish.com

Altar Servers
Bryan Calmeyer
bryancalmeyer@me.com

OCIA Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Andrea Waliszewski
andrea@starparish.com

Are you interested in becoming Catholic?
Do you wish to receive the Sacraments of
Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation?

September to May - Wednesdays: 7PM-8:30PM
Star of the Sea Gym 345 8th Ave - San Francisco
Contact Andrea Waliszewski: andrea@starparish.com

Register: flocknote.com/star

Filipino American Association
(FAASTAR)
Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193

Star of the Sea Preschool
Stella Maris Academy
628-977-4836
www.stellamarissf.org

Foundation of Prayers for
Priests

Carmen Duran | Register:
foundationforpriests.org

Our Lady of Fatima, Star
Pro-Life Apostolate
Thursdays 6-7pm & Sat.
10-11am. 1522 Bush St.
star.flocknote.com/Star-Pro-life

Young Adults

Nathan Chan
nathanjchan2@gmail.com
star.flocknote.com/StarYoungAdults

Sacred Music Program
Karolina Zapolska
karolina@starparish.com

Lectors
Fr. Joseph Illo, pastor
Parish office: 415-751-0450

Star Outreach to the Poor
Ed Katz 415-740-3939
Adam Weimer 628-278-2184

Legion of Mary
Paul Palencia 415-858-3073
leopoldmpal@gmail.com

Ushers and Greeters
Mariella Zevallos
mariella@starparish.com

Marriage & Family Apostolate
Christina Sullivan
marriageandfamily@starparish.com

Knights of Columbus
Mike Dumlao
m_n_dumlao@yahoo.com

Keep Our Parish Prosperous
Your generous financial gifts ensure that
Star of the Sea Catholic Church will
continue thriving to provide a peaceful
sanctuary for prayer, worship and
evangelization in the Richmond District.
Our doors are open 7 days a week!
WAYS OF SUPPORTING STAR OF
THE THE SEA:

Offertory gifts online:
www.starparish.com/give

Offertory envelopes: Cash or check written to Star of the
Sea. Place in the collection basket, or drop envelope in the parish

office mailbox: Star of the Sea 4420 Geary Blvd, San Francisco,
CA. 94118

MAXIMIZE YOUR IMPACT
Matching Contribution:
Double your gift to Star of the Sea %‘ + % =
with an equal contribution from
your employer! As 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, we qualify to receive matches from
companies all over the Bay Area. If your company offers this
program, ask for a form to submit a matching request. For more
information contact: Mariella Zevallos, mariella@starparish.com

TWICE
THE IMPACT

Tuesday Bible Study

3-4:30pm at Parish Rectory.
Bill McCarty 415-876-8551

Holy Name Society
(Divine Mercy Devotion)
Thelma Queri 415-751-0450

Bulletin Announcements
Ad submissions due: Tuesdays,
3pm. Contact bulletin editor:
mariella@starparish.com

Volunteer Opportunities
Serve and connect at our
parish. All are welcome!
mariella@starparish.com

STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
Use Venmo for: Sunday offertory, lighting

candles, church kiosk purchases.
Please add what the payment is for.
Thank you!

-

PLANNED GIVING

~

GET STARTED WITH A PLANNED GIFT

Contact: Mariella Zevallos, 415-751-0450 | mariella@starparish.com

ONE CHARITABLE GIFT,

\A LEGACY OF FAITH

Consider listing Star of the Sea as beneficiary in your Will. It
preserves the mission and values of the church in its ministry.

)

Receive news & updates from Fr. Joseph lllo, sign up to Flocknote.com/star. Get access to the best selection of catholic educational materials, sign up for formed.org
(information below). Use Venmo to pay for candles, kiosk items, uffertury, etc . Use your cellphone camera to scan the QR codes.

IEI- IEI %

name and email/sign up!

facehuok.cnm/

Formed.org/Sign up as parishioner/Create new youtuhe com / New in the pansh? Please register!  www. starpansh com
account: find your parish (zip code 94118)/ Select :
Sta o e Sa/ntCreatu  ew accnzmt Your starparish starparishsf Nuevo en la Parroquia? Registrate!

flocknote.com/star



http://star.flocknote.com/StarYoungAdults

The Saint of Assisi at 800
The Relics

of Saint Francis
October 16th-Nov 28, 2026
8am-5pm
For the first time on U.S. soil,
the relics of St. Francis of Assisi
will be available for public
veneration and prayer for six

weeks at our Cathedral.
Free, and open to everyone.
No ticket required.

The Historical Data

Behind Christ's Resurrection
Faithful Catholic Family

Aditya Prathap, founder of San Francisco's premier

Needs Apartment

Michal and Caitrin Olszewski
would like to join our parish and
send their four children to our
school, but they are having
trouble finding suitable lodging
within a mile or two of Star of
the Sea. If you know of a possible
home for this lovely family of

debate club, The Hamilton Society, will speak on the
historical evidence for the Resurrection using the hard
data from the last 20 centuries. The fact is that Christ's
resurrection in 33AD changed world history.
Computer analysis in the new field of Historical
Science, which tests its hypotheses by examining
traces, records, or effects, give a compelling proof of
the core event of our faith. If you want to strengthen
your own faith in Christ as a real person, and be able to

better speak about Him to others, come to this talk.
October 30, 7pm, Auditorium.

six, please let Fr. Joseph know.

MARY STAR OF THE SEA PRAESIDIUM, LEGION OF MARY
COLUMBAN MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: OCTOBER 17-18, 2026 | School-yard

Our baptism calls us to a life of service for God and the Church. Because of it, we are now apostles of
Christ. He is counting on us to continue His work of redemption by proclaiming the Gospel to all. God

relies on each of us to bring others to His Kingdom. We invite you to join us!

STEWARDS STATS

Time: 17 prayers to St. Michael the Archangel are prayed
weekly, after the daily Masses.

Talent: Three volunteers helped at the parish office last
week.

Treasure: Sunday Offering $9,885

Our Lady of Rosary Feast $589
To give online: www.starparish.com/give

Or use QR code —— >

STAR of the SEA

MAKE A MARIAN PILGRIMAGE
16 approved apparitions of our Lady from
around the world.

TO SCHEDULE A GROUP GUIDED
TOUR: (415) 751-0450
mariella@starparish.com
www.starparish.com/shrines
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