Our Mission: To evangelize God's people beginning
with the gift of the Holy Eucharist

April 26, 2026 4th Sunday of Easter or Good Shepherd Sunday, Red Missal: pg 259 | 3rd Sunday after Easter, 1962 Daily Missal: pg 634

Good Shepherd Sunday Today is
Good Shepherd Sunday. It invites
us to wonder: why does Jesus
liken himself to a shepherd? Why
choose that specific image instead
of calling himself the Good King,
the Good Doctor, or the Good
Rabbi? And what is it about us
that makes "sheep” the perfect metaphor for who
we are? Why does Jesus cherish the role of the
Shepherd, and why are we called to be members
of his flock? In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus
distinguishes himself from the "hired hands"—
those who work only for pay and flee when
danger approaches because they have no true
relationship with the flock. Jesus is the Good
Shepherd because his care is rooted in love, not
a paycheck. Unlike a hireling, he is willing to lay
down his life for his sheep. I still remember the
first time I saw real sheep and real shepherds.
Growing up in New Jersey, | was used to seeing
herds of dairy cows, but never sheep. Cows are
often content in barns and confined spaces, but
sheep need room; they are restless wanderers
seeking green pastures. During the day, a
shepherd must lead them to
find pasture and watch over
them with immense patience.
Sheep are only willing to
enter a corral at night to sleep
and to find protection from
the dangers the darkness
brings. Years ago, a priest
friend and I were driving
from Chicago to Los Angeles.
As we crossed through
Arizona, | made arrangements with the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament to stay at St. Michael’s
School in the Navajo Nation. We arrived in the
evening, and the following morning, we took a
short tour of the surrounding area. We
eventually came upon a small valley where a
flock of sheep grazed, tended by two Navajo
boys, perhaps eight and ten years old. They were
dressed in traditional clothing—heavy ponchos
draped over their shoulders—and each held a
long staff. The landscape was sparse, with more
sun-scorched boulders than grass. Initially, I was
struck by the scene. I thought to myself: This is
exactly like the Gospel. These boys are guarding
their flock, ready to drive away wolves with their
staffs. However, after watching for a while, my
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impression changed. The sheep seemed to be
wandering aimlessly, and the boys appeared
more interested in playing than working. The
younger boy was casually throwing stones, while
the older one lay flat on his back atop a large
rock, basking in the sun. I began to judge them
and felt a wave of disappointment. They aren't
like the Good Shepherd at all, | thought. The sheep
are scattered, and these boys aren't even paying
attention. Just as that thought crossed my mind, a
small lamb wandered over a ridge and out of
sight., Immediately—before I even realized the
lamb was gone—the older boy, who I had
assumed was napping, bolted upright. He leaped
off the rock and sprinted over the hill after the
stray. A few moments later, he reappeared,
coming back into view with the lamb cradled
lovingly in his arms. He walked back to the flock
and gently placed the lamb beside its mother. In
that moment, my disappointment transformed
into joy. I realized they truly were like the Good
Shepherd. They gave the sheep the freedom to
roam. They didn't use their staffs to strike the
animals or bark orders telling them, “Go here,”
“Don't go there,” or what to eat. They allowed
the flock to wander the valley. While
it looked to my untrained eyes like
the sheep were forgotten, the
shepherd’s eye was never truly off
them. At the first sign of real danger,
he was there. Is it any wonder why
Jesus likens himself to a shepherd
and us to the sheep of his flock? For
that relationship reveals the heart of
how Jesus cares for us. He does not
stand over us with a staff to force
our every move or micromanage our lives
through fear and control. He does not mistreat
his flock; rather, he loves us so much that he
gives us the freedom to wander, even if it means
we wander away from him. But the moment we
move into peril, he is there to protect us and
carry us—if we are willing—back to his flock.
Seeing those young shepherds caring for their
sheep on the Navajo Nation that day gave me a
profound insight into the love the Good
Shepherd has for his flock. His watch is constant,
even when he seems most still. We only truly
come to experience the depth of his heart for us
after we wander, and he picks us up, and we find
ourselves once again in his loving arms—the
place we really longed to be. Fr. James Liebner
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‘The Sunday Scripture

Good Shepherd Sunday (Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10: 1-10)
In the fourth Sunday of Easter, “Good Shepherd Sunday,” Jesus says
that the shepherd enters through the gate (heaven), and the
gatekeeper (God the Father) opens it both for him and those who
follow him. A few verses later Jesus says “I am the gate... enter
through me and be saved.” A Catholic priest is both a shepherd and a
gate to heaven through the Word and Sacraments that he offers. Let
us pray that your priests offer them faithfully, and let us pray for
vocations this Sunday, especially the three men from our parish who
are applying to seminary studies for the Archdiocese.

FEucharistic Adoration on April 29 (Novus Ordo) &
April 30 (TLM), we celebrate St. Catherine of Siena, mystic,
Lay Dominican, and Doctor of the Church. In Dialogues, she
writes that Holy Communion is the bridge between God
and man. And refers to the Eucharist as “...the supreme and
infinite Good... Food of angels, giving [Himself] with fire of
love to men...” and encourages us to “enrich [our] soul in
the great goodness of God...”

One way to do this is by signing up for a weekly Holy Hour at
www.adorationpro.org/star

STAR of the SEA
Walk with Our Lady through 16
Apparition Shrines.
Join us for a guided tour and deepen your
devotion.
(415) 751-0450 | mariella@starparish.com
www.slarparish.com

FORMED WEEKLY RECOMMENDATIONS
http://watch.formed.org. Free to all parishioners!
Who is St. Catherine of Siena? | Catholic Saints
Join Dr. Tim Gray and Dr. Elizabeth Klein as they celebrate
Catherine of Siena: a nurse and mystic with papal influence who
became a saint and doctor of the Church.

Are you interested in becoming Catholic?
Do you wish to receive the Sacraments of
Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation?

Contact: Greg Moeck, (310) 694-6380 | gmoeck@gmail com

Mass Intentions

Saturday |[7:00am |t All Souls

04/25 12noon |t Marta Luna (anniv)

4:30pm Int. of Purificacion Abesamis

Sunday 8:00am |People of the Parish

04/26 9:30am |Int. of Santiago Ron and Family
11:30am(1nt, of Cara Sherburne (bday)
7:30pm |Int. of Michelle Low

Monday |7:00am |Int. of Fr. William Young

04/27 12noon |Int. of Sherly Tobin

Int. of Joan Spaargaren
Int. of Thelma Queri and Family
Int. of Xavier Tillman

(confirmation)
T Arnold Low (bday)

6:00pm |1nt. of Eva olga Svobodova
T Polly Arzaga

1 Alex Manahan

t Lusy Budiman

t Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday 7:00am |Int. of Cindy Xu

04/28 12noon |t John Sellai (annv)

6:00pm Int. of Coco Moro Munoz Family

Wednesday|7:00am |Int. of Fr. James Liebner

04/29 12noon |t Ping Foon and Keng Phay Wong

6:00pm |1 Catherine Chow

Thursday |[7:00am [Int. of Fr. Michael Konopik

04/30 12:n00n |1n¢, of Emilio and Catalina Castro

6:00pm |Int. of Suzanne Liu (bday)

Friday 7:00am |t Souls in Purgatory

05/01 12noon |1 For the souls of those who have

jumped to their deaths from the
Golden Gate Bridge

6:00pm |Int. of Clarice Mandala

Saturday [8:30am |t William Gong (anniv)

05/02 12noon |Int. of Corinna Gamez

4:30pm [Int. of Elizabeth Ing

Spring Concert and Tea Reception featuring the

St. Mary's Cathedral Choir, accompanied by string
orchestra. Sunday May 3rd at St. Mary's Cathedral
1111 Gough St. 3:00pm reception 4:00pm concert.
Tickets: QR code

Seeking Apartment Two of our former schoolteachers, Christina
Mamaril and Azalie Wood, are now working at Ignatius Press and
looking for a two bedroom apartment for rent near our parish. If
anyone has such an apartment available for around $2600 a
month, please contact the parish office.

Prayers of the Sick

Mariana Mendieta, Margaret & Mark Sellai, Shawn
Mickle, Justin Chin, Andrew Abdo, Julie Johnson,
Brian Galloway, Maria Avedano, Denis Von
Kaeppler, Oliva Setiawaty, Bryson Soncuya, O Lai
Sau King, John Brennan, Benjamin Tan, Laura
Tarbox, Brian Ahrens, Christopher Dunham, Elena
Cereghino, Luis Acosta, Lourdes Washington, Jerr
Dewey and all sick parishioners.



http://www.adorationpro.org/star
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Programs & Apostolates

GENERAL INFORMATION
Parish office, 415-751-0450
www.starparish.com

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE & ALL
SACRAMENTS
415-751-0450

Parish Finance Council
Ryan Sebers
ryan@starparish.com

Adoration Committee
Laurie Murdock 415-244-8186
staradorationsf@gmail.com

OCIA Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Gregory Moeck 310-694-6380
gmoeck@gmail.com

Altar Servers
Bryan Calmeyer
bryancalmeyer@me.com

Filipino American Star of the Sea Preschool

Association (FAASTAR) Stella Maris Academy

Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193 628-977-4836
www.stellamarissf.org

Our Lady of Fatima, Star
Pro-Life Apostolate
Thursdays 6-7pm & Sat.
10-11am. 1522 Bush St.
star.flocknote.com/Star-Pro-life

Foundation of Prayers for
Priests

Carmen Duran | Register:
foundationforpriests.org

Young Adults Sacred Music Program
Nathan Chan Karolina Zapolska
nathanjchan2@gmail.com karolina@starparish.com
Thursdays 7:15pm, Gym

star.flocknote.com/StarYoungAdults

Keep Our Parish
Prosperous

Your generous financial gifts ensure that Star
of the Sea Catholic Church will continue
thriving to provide a peaceful sanctuary for
prayer, worship and evangelization in the
Richmond District. Our doors are open 7
days a week!

WAYS OF SUPPORTING STAR OF THE THE SEA:
Offertory gifts online: www.starparish.com/give

Offertory envelopes: Cash or check written to Star of the Sea
(use offertory envelopes). Place in the collection basket, or drop
envelope in the parish office mailbox: Star of the Sea 4420 Geary
Blvd, San Francisco, CA. 94118
Matching Contribution: Double
your gift to Star of the Sea with an equal
contribution from your employer! As
501(c)(3) non-profit organization, we
qualify to receive matches from companies all over the Bay
Area. If your company offers this program, ask for a form to
submit a matching request. Contact: mariella@starparish.com

MAXIMIZE YOUR IMPACT
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TWICE
THE IMPACT

Star Outreach to the Poor
Ed Katz 415-740-3939
Saori Okawa
okawasaori@gmail.com

Lectors

Deacon Albert Nimri
415-683-4295
animri@starparish.com

Ushers and Greeters
Mariella Zevallos
mariella@starparish.com

Legion of Mary
Paul Palencia 415-858-3073
leopoldmpal@gmail.com

STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
Use Venmo for: Sunday offertory, lighting

candles, church kiosk purchases.
(Please add what the payment is for. Thank you!)

Marriage & Family Knights of Columbus

Apostolate Christina Sullivan | Mike Dumlao
starmarriageandfamily@gmail.com | M_n_dumlao@yahoo.com

Tuesday Bible Study

3-4:30pm at Parish Rectory.
Bill McCarty 415-876-8551

Holy Name Society
(Divine Mercy Devotion)
Thelma Queri 415-751-0450

Bulletin Announcements

We welcome your Ad
submissions! Due: Tuesdays, 3pm.
Contact bulletin editor:
mariella@starparish.com

Volunteer Opportunities
Looking for a way to serve and
connect at our parish? We’d
love to welcome you!

Mariella 415-751-0450

PLANNED GIVING

ONE CHARITABLE GIFT, A LEGACY OF FAITH

Consider listing Star of the Sea as beneficiary in your
Will (advisable to have one). It preserves the mission
and values of the church in its ministry.

GET STARTED WITH A
PLANNED GIFT

Call for information: Mariella Zevallos,
(415) 751-0450 mariella@starparish.com

name and email/sign up!

facehnk.cnm/

Receive news & updates from Fr. Joseph lllo, sign up to Flocknote.com/star. Get access to the best selection of catholic educational materials, sign up for formed.org (information
below). Use Venmo to pay for candles, kiosk items, uffertory, etc . Use your cellphone camera to scan the QR codes.
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A Message from Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone: As
Catholics, we are called to use our gifts to serve others
and bring Christ to the world. Through the Archdiocesan
Annual Appeal, we strengthen our shared mission by
supporting essential ministries that care for our youth,
accompany families, serve those most in need, and
support our priests. I invite you to prayerfully consider a
gift to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. Your generosity
makes a real difference in the lives of so many
throughout our Archdiocese.

Thanks to your generosity, we have surpassed our
fundraising goal: $127,136. If you have not given your
contribution to the AAA yet, we invite you to give

what you can! Any amount exceeding our goal will go

to our parish funds.

GIVE: https://sfarch.org/aaa/#Donate-AAA

100%

Join the 1%
Glub §1,180
The 1% Donors
Dinner with the
Pastor will be
held on
June 13.

Two Book Signings

Fr. Joseph will sign copies of his
new book on the history of Star of
the Sea Parish, which will be
available for $25 each, at two times
on Friday, May 1: 2pm, in the
auditorium, after his talk on Our
Lady (church), and 7pm, in the
auditorium, after his 6pm sung
Mass for St. Joseph.

Marriage and Family Apostolate
Engaged couples and families are welcome to partake in a
free meal and fellowship hosted at Holy Family House,
after both the 9:30 and 11:30am Masses, on Sunday April
26. Text Christina 917-375-2158 for the gate code.

Audio Technician Our church audio system is a little
complex and needs occasional adjustments. Fr. Illo is
looking for someone in the community who has some
professional experience in audio systems that can help
keep our sound system at optimal performance. Please
call the office if you have those qualifications and can
volunteer your talent from time to time.

STEWARDS STATS
Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord
and not for men.

Time: 10 people joined the Holy Face Devotion last
Tuesday.

Talent: 6 volunteers clean the church candle racks
weekly.

Treasure: Sunday Offering $7,694

To give online: www.starparish.com/give
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