
By the time you read this I 
will be back in the parish and 
my wonderful sabbatical will 
be over. I am most grateful 
for this time in rural Ireland, 
in which I managed to write 
two books, but I am most 
grateful as well to be back 
home.                                         

In reading and writing about Our Lady?s 
apparitions over the last three months, I have 
discovered many gemlike treasures. One of my 
favorites is the spontaneous response Fernande 
Voisin made to an artist in 1932. She and four 
other children had been receiving visits from the 
Queen of Heaven in Beauraing, Belgium, and the 
artist offered to paint the Lady for her. Without 
hesitation, Ferdinande replied, Non, monsieur, 
vous ne pouvez pas, ?No, sir, you cannot.? She 
didn?t have to explain why he could not paint Our 
Lady. She did not have to tell him that the Queen 
of Heaven was too beautiful, that the 
transforming graces pouring from her could never 
be reduced to oil on canvas.                                        
This morning I went out the eastern door or my 
little Irish farmhouse to greet the day. The dawn 
had begun stretching her rosy fingers westward 
over a field of lush grasses in which twenty-five 
cows grazed contentedly. Even as I raced back 
inside for my phone, I knew it would be futile to 
?capture the shot? on my little device. But I took it 
anyway, which you can see below.                              
In a limited way, an earthly sunrise reflects the 
glory of what we imagine heaven to be. There are 
many reasons we think of heaven as brilliant and 
beauteous light. Those who undergo ?near death? 
experiences testify to ?a 
wondrous light,? and those 
who see apparitions of Our 
Lady describe a woman 
?clothed with the sun.? The 
magnificent colors of a 
sunrise, the precise textures 
a rising sun projects onto 
clouds, the warmth with 
which it clothes the earth, 

and the sun?s bursting over a dark horizon all 
portray infinite beauty, heart-warming goodness, 
and eternal truth. A good sunrise goes a long way 
to make one?s whole day beautiful and instill hope 
in one day seeing God?s undying day.                                                           
All of this I sought to capture on my cellphone 
this morning. But even if the phone gets the colors 
right, how can a two-dimensional image convey 
the breadth and width and height of all that 
surrounds a sunrise? What of the husky ravens 
calling  to each other, or the twittering sparrows 
diving and climbing through the brightening air? 
And what of Mr. Fox, loping through tall grass, 
not bothered at all by towering cattle grazing 
through the green? What of the tussling grasses, 
and the warming breezes, and the woodsmoke 
curling from the neighbor?s chimney? What of my 
own wondrous gratitude for another day newly 
begun? We must go outside to rejoice in these 
graces. We must go outside of our own little 
digital worlds to find them.                                     
Nevertheless, you have my little screenshot below. 
It?s a tiny image, but it is ?sacramental,? a small 
thing pointing to a great thing. Even a pixilated 
image can help us see God, but we must not 
become pixilated ourselves. We must not be 
reduced to the technology we use. Our newest 
saint, Carlo Acutis, found much pleasure in video 
games, but he resolved to spend no more than one 
hour a week on them. He saw more of God?s great 
universe in fifteen years than most of us because 
he looked up much more than he looked down. 
That?s why we call him a saint, and that?s why his 
very healthy approach to digital technology is 
worth imitating.                                                          
Parish Patronal Mass and Pro-Life Conference 

This Saturday, Sept. 
27, I will celebrate a 
sung Mass at 8:30am 
for Our Lady, Star of 
the Sea. The 
Archdiocesan 
Pro-Life Conference 
will follow. To 
register see our 
parish homepage.
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LITURGY AND DEVOTIONS                                                                                                                                                 
Daily Mass: M-F, 7am Latin, 12noon, 6pm. Saturday 8:30am, 12noon Latin. Sat.Vigil 
Mass 4:30pm. Sunday, 8am, 9:30am, 11:30am Latin, 7:30pm. Holy Day Mass, 7am 
Latin, 12noon, 6pm Sung Latin Mass. Confessions: 15 min. before Mass, (7am after 
Mass), Sat. 3:15-4:15pm. Eucharistic Adoration 24/7.                                                                                                                                                  

   

Star of the Sea Church             
4420 Geary Blvd.                    
San Francisco, CA 94118      
(415)  751-0450
www.starparish.com
Gym 345 8th Ave
Office Hours                       
M-TH 8:30am-5pm
Friday 8:30am-12pm,     
1pm-5pm

September 21, 2025 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time(Red Missal: pg 593)  - 15th Sunday After Pentecost (1962 Missal: pg 767)        

Lauds, Mon-Fri 6:45am. Vespers, Mon-Fri 5:45pm . Holy Hour & Confes-
sions, Tuesday 7pm-8pm. Devotions: Sacred Heart First Friday 12noon, 
6pm Latin. Divine Mercy, Saturday 3pm. Lady of Perpetual Help, Wed. 
12noon. Lady of  Fatima First Saturday, 8:30am. Communal Rosary 
prayer after all daily Masses.                                                                                    

Our Mission: To evangelize God's people 
beginning with the gif t of  the Holy Eucharist



  2

Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 
16: 1-13. Dishonest merchants cheat the poor but the Lord 
lifts up the poor. Our mediator between God and man is 
Christ Jesus. A rich man discovers that his steward is cheating 
him but Jesus commends the dishonest steward. Why are 
the children of this world more prudent in their 
dealings with dishonest wealth than the children of light 
are with the gifts of grace God has given us?

Saturday 
09/20

8:30am

12noon

4:30pm

? Rene Ing

? Doma Parlovic Colic

Int. of James Casey and Family

Sunday 
09/21

8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

7:30pm

Int. of Jimmy Velasco

? Mary and Jack Meissner

People of the Parish

? Manny Arroyo

Monday 
09/22

7:00am
12noon

6:00pm

? Baltazar Aguirre, Jr

Int. of Rafael Cortez
Int. of David Hernandez
Int. of Mario Bruno and Family
Int. of Fr. Javier Olivera Ravasi
? Charlie Kirk
? Anna Talvola
? Paul Underkoffler
? Tranquelino and Natalia Sanchez

Int. of Hope Molina
Int. of Fr. Javier Olivera Ravasi
Int. of Fr. Theo Ngoboka and Family
? Hannelone Schatz
? All Souls in Purgatoty
? Barbara Charchan Tobin
? Jennifer Leal and Eric Patterson

Tuesday 
09/23

7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

? Carmen Aguirre
? Fr. John A. Coghlan (ordination anniv)
Int. of Belen Maya Martinez (bday)

Wednesday 
09/24

7:00am

12noon
6:00pm

? Vilma West

? Yet Soo Yee

Int. of Toan Thanh Nguyen (bday)

Thursday 
09/25

7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

? Andrea T. Valverde (anniv)
Int. of Margaret Sellai (bday)
? Fr. John A. Coghlan (anniv) 

Friday 
09/26

7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

Int. of The O'Cochlain Family
Int. of Maria Lida McKenna (bday)
? Janice Illo

Saturday 
09/27

8:30am

12noon
4:30pm

? Francis and Jenny Chow

Int. of Toan Thanh Nguyen

? Maria Silmaro (anniv)

Mass Intentions

DEVOTIONS
Monday-Saturday: Rosary prayer after all daily Masses.
Tuesdays: 6pm Holy Face Devotion, in the chapel.
Tuesdays: 7-8pm Silent Holy Hour & Confessions                
Saturdays: 3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church.
Sundays: 11am Latin Rosary in the church. Pamphlets with 
the Latin words will be provided.
Sundays: 2:30pm Rosary Walk at St. Mary's Cathedral.
updates: http://star.flocknote.com/Rosary Walk 

PRAYERS OF THE SICK: Mariana Mendieta, Margaret & 
Mark Sellai, Shawn Mickle, Marie Bellas, Sarah Miller Sinn, 
Justin Chin, Joyce Durbin, Andrew Abdo, Alex Tong, Julie 
Johnson, Brian Galloway, Charles Bolla, Maria Molina, Maria 
Avedano, Sarah Monaco, Denis Von Kaeppler, Olivia Setiawaty, 
Jose Abantao, Wilfred Chow and all sick parishioners. 

The Sunday Scriptures

FORMED RECOMMENDATIONS: http://watch.formed.org  
FORMED IS FREE TO ALL PARISHIONERS!
Padre Pio: Between Heaven and Earth Based on the historical 
records and the personal testimony of his fellow friars, this is 
the amazing true story of the life of the famous stigmatic 
monk St. Padre Pio, a contemporary saint who died in 1968. 
Blessed with incredible spiritual gifts, including healing, 
bi-location, reading of souls, and the stigmatic wounds, Padre 
Pio was a powerful witness for Christ, and a great spiritual 
guide to countless souls for over fifty years.   

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
September 23rd is the feast day of St. Padre 
Pio. He came from a peasant family and was 
devout even at a young age. At 15, he joined 
the Capuchins. He is known for miracles, 
building a hospital, and he bore the 
stigmata, often photographed with gloves to 
hide the wounds. The Blessed Sacrament 
comforted Padre Pio from the sufferings and spiritual 
attacks that he endured. He is quoted, ?We must always have 
courage, and if some spiritual languor comes upon us, let us 
run to the feet of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament? and we will 
undoubtedly regain our strength."
Come regain your strength by signing up for a weekly 
commitment at www.adorationpro.org/star Holy Hours Needed: 
Sundays at 1 pm & 10 pm; Mondays, 9 am; Wednesdays, 8, 9 and 
11 am, and 11 pm; Thursdays, 10 and 11 am 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY APOSTOLATE
You are invited to Park Day at Presidio Wall Playground 

Sunday, Sept. 21 from 2-4pm. Easy parking and gated play 
area. Bring snacks, drinks, sunscreen, and a Rosary. Any 

questions, text Sean 415-770-9504

RELICS OF THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS MEXICAN 

MARTYRS
AT STAR OF THE SEA PARISH
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2025

Schedule TBA. For information call: 415-751-0450

I am a Star of the Sea parishioner, looking for an in-law unit 
in Outer Sunset or a roommate situation. Please contact: 

Benjamin Parkinson, Cell (650) 619-9658 
 benjamin.parkinson82@gmail.com or                                

https://watch.formed.org/ydisciple
http://www.adorationpro.org/star


          

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Parish office, 415-751-0450 
www.starparish.com

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE & 
ALL SACRAMENTS  
415-751-0450

Adoration Committee       
Laurie Murdock 415-244-8186  
staradorationsf@gmail.com

Parish Finance Council                   
Ryan Sebers 
ryan@starparish.com

Altar Servers                              
Bryan Calmeyer 
bryancalmeyer@me.com

OCIA Order of  Christian 
Initiation of  Adults                        
Gregory Moeck 310-694-6380 
gmoeck@gmail.com

Filipino American 
Association (FAASTAR)                        
Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193

Star of  the Sea Preschool        
Stella Maris Academy          
628-977-4836
www.stellamarissf.org

Foundation of  Prayers for 
Priests                                   
Carmen Duran | Register: 
foundationforpriests.org 

Our Lady of  Fatima, Star 
Pro-Life Apostolate  
Thursdays 6-7pm, & Sat. 10-11am               
1522 Bush St. 
star.flocknote.com/Star-Pro-life

Young Adults                     
Kevin Erickson
kevinaerickson@outlook.com 
Aaron Cary
aaronWcary@gmail.com

Sacred Music Program      
Lynn Kraehling 415-812-2462 
lynn@starparish.com  
Karolina Zapolska (Choirs)  
karolina@starparish.com

Lectors                             
Deacon Albert Nimri 
415-683-4295   
animri@starparish.com

Star Outreach to the Poor                  
Ed Katz 415-740-3939         
Saori Okawa 
okawasaori@gmail.com 

Legion of  Mary                   
Paul Palencia 415-858-3073 
leopoldmpal@gmail.com

Ushers and Greeters         
Mariella Zevallos  
mariella@starparish.com 

Marriage&Family Apostolate 
Christina Sullivan  
starmarriageandfamily@gmail.com

Knights of  Columbus             
Mike Dumlao 
m_n_dumlao@yahoo.com   

Tuesday Bible Study         
3-4:30pm at Parish Rectory.     
Bill McCarty 415-876-8551

Holy Name Society           
(Divine Mercy Devotion)              
Thelma Queri, 415-751-0450                                

Bulletin Announcements           
Ad submissions due by 3pm on 
Tuesdays. Contact bulletin editor: 
mariella@starparish.com  

Volunteer Opportunities 
Interested in volunteering? 
Information at: 415-751-0450 
mariella@starparish.com   
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Programs &  Apostolates

 

New in the parish? Please register!
Nuevo en la Parroquia? Registrate! 

flocknote.com/star 

Receive news & updates from Fr. Joseph Illo, sign up to Flocknote.com/star. Get access to the best selection of catholic educational materials, sign up for formed.org (information 
below). Use Venmo to pay for candles, kiosk items, offertory, etc . Use your cellphone camera to scan the QR codes.

Formed.org/Sign up as parishioner/Create new 
account: find your parish (zip code 94118)/ Select 
Star of the Sea/next/Create a new account:Your 

name and email/sign up!

youtube.com/
starparish 

facebook.com/
starparishsf www.starparish.com

Keep Our  Par ish 
Prosperous
Your generous financial gifts ensure that 
Star of the Sea Catholic Church will 
continue thriving to provide a peaceful 
sanctuary for prayer, worship and 
evangelization in the Richmond District. 
Our doors are open 7 days a week!

WAYS OF SUPPORTING STAR OF THE THE SEA:
Of fertory gif ts online: www.starparish.com/give 
Offertory envelopes: Place cash or check written to Star of 
the Sea in the offertory envelopes. Place in the collection 
basket, or drop envelope in the parish office mailbox: Star of 
the Sea 4420 Geary Blvd, San Francisco, CA. 94118                                                              
Matching Contribution: Double 
your gift to Star of the Sea with an 
equal contribution from your 
employer! As 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, we qualify to receive matches from companies 
all over the Bay Area. If your company offers this program, 
ask for a form to submit a matching request.  Contact: 
mariella@starparish.com                                                                                                                                                       

Consider listing Star of the Sea as beneficiary in your 
Will (advisable to have one). It preserves the mission 

and values of the church in its ministry.
 GET STARTED WITH A PLANNED GIFT              

Call for information: Mariella Zevallos,                     
(415) 751-0450 |  mariella@starparish.com 

 e-mail: mariella@starparish.com 

STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH    
Use Venmo for: Sunday offertory, lighting 
candles, church kiosk purchases.
(Please add what the payment is for. Thank you!)    

PLANNED GIVING 
ONE CHARITABLE GIFT, A LEGACY OF FAITH

Are you interested in becoming Catholic?                                                 
Do you wish to receive the Sacraments                   
of Baptism, Eucharistic and/or Confirmation?            

Contact: Greg Moeck, (310) 694-6380 - gmoeck@gmail.com
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To give online: www.starparish.com/give

Time: We pray 15 public Rosaries weekly at the parish.
Talent: Two volunteers help at the parish office weekly. 
Treasure:  Sunday Offering $ 8,761

STEWARDS STATS                                                                                  VISIT THE 16 APPARITION 

SHRINES  OF OUR LADY                     
AT STAR of the SEA 

Book a tour: 
mariella@starparish.com 

www.starparish.com/marys-shrine/  

OUR LADY STAR OF
THE SEA PATRONAL 
FEAST CELEBRATION 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
Novena Sept. 18-26 

8:30am Sung English Mass
12 Noon Sung Latin Mass 
Followed by Procession

2:30pm Potluck Reception 
in the Auditorium

RECEPTION IN THE AUDITORIUM 2:30PM

The Archdiocese of  San Francisco Respect for Life Conference
The Abortion Pill: Dangers, Remedies, and Legal Challenges

Saturday, September 27 | 8:30am-2pm | STAR OF THE SEA AUDITORIUM
8:30 am, Mass offered by Fr. Joseph Illo | 9:30 am  Refreshments | 10 am - 2 pm. Speakers: Dr. George Delgado, Tammy 

Mahany, DNP, and  Peter Breen | 12:15 pm Lunch | To register: https://sfarchdiocese.org/event/sf-respect-life-conference/              
or for more information please contact: Valerie Schmalz: lifeanddignity@sfarch.org, 415-614-5571 

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, do from the heart, 
as for the Lord and not for others. 

https://sfarchdiocese.org/event/sf-respect-life-conference/
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