
Christmas Love 
Many thanks for 
the abundance 
of Christmas 
cheer bestowed 
on ?the rectory? 
over the last few 
weeks! The 
cookies, pastries, 

pies, and breads will go a long 
way to maintaining our Santa 
Claus waistlines for the New Year. 
Seriously, though, the many cards and 
gifts you lavished on us manifest your faith and 
love, and we are most grateful.
Our Nativity Scene My Irish friend Donncha was 
convinced that if every Catholic in San Francisco 
put a nativity scene in their front window this 
December, the City would change. We have 
forgotten the fundamental Christian mystery of 
the Incarnation: God became one of us so that we 
could become like Him. So, Donncha said, we have 
to remind each other. And there?s nothing like a 
Nativity scene to reawaken our memory. I?m 
writing these lines on Christmas Eve from my 
office above Geary Boulevard, where Donncha and 
his Irish carpenters have built a life size Nativity 
scene on the steps of our church. 
From my desk I can hear the excited 
screams of children as they look at 
the five-foot, three-D figures of Wise 
Men, Shepherds, Joseph, Mary, and 
the Bambino Gesù. From my window, 
I can see people stopping to look, to 
take pictures, to make the sign of 
the cross as they balance shopping 
bags. Whole families spend 20 
minutes in front of the scene, as if 
looking into a mirror. Their 
children dance about, and the 
parents stop to talk to each other, as 
if at a festival. They?ve never seen 
anything like this, although they?ve 
heard about it. They dimly 
remember someone telling them 
about a poor little family in 

Bethlehem, and a baby 
born in a stable with a 
cow and a donkey 
keeping the newborn 
child warm in the dead 
of winter.
The Holy Family The 
Church celebrates the 
Holy Family within the 
Octave of Christmas to 
remind us all that every 
person needs a family in 

which to be at home. Marriage, 
family, and home have been denied to most 
people under 40 years old. They?ve been told in 
school that marriage is bondage and only for 
those of weak minds. We?ve been taught that there 
is no such thing as a ?natural family? because life 
is only about power. We were raised on lyrics like 
?What?s Love Got To Do With It?? We?ve been told 
that there is no ?home? beyond the little world we 
make up in our heads (with the help of our 
headphones). Two generations of Americans have 
been deprived of family life, and when they see a 
family, they are fascinated, captivated, and 
consoled. Dare I believe that I too have a place in this 
family, or even that I can have a family of my own 
some day? If every Catholic put a Nativity scene on 

their lawn or in their 
window, our country would 
feel more at home with each 
other. I can see the joy, the 
hope, and the excitement of 
average San Franciscans 
stopping to look our parish 
Nativity. One man, excitedly 
taking pictures, asked if he 
could go in the church. He 
was Eritrean Orthodox. I 
welcomed him in, and he 
said that all his churches in 
Eritrea had these Nativity 
scenes in December. ?This 
scene makes me feel at 

home,? he said. Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph, be with us! 
                             Fr. Joseph Illo
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LITURGY AND DEVOTIONS                                                                                                                                                 
Daily Mass: M-F, 7am Latin, 12noon, 6pm. Saturday 8:30am, 12noon Latin. 
Sat.Vigil Mass 4:30pm. Sunday, 8am, 9:30am, 11:30am Latin, 7:30pm. Holy 
Day Mass, 7am Latin, 12noon, 6pm Sung Latin Mass. Confessions: 15 min. 
before Mass, (7am after Mass), Sat. 3:15-4:15pm. Eucharistic Adoration 24/7.                                                                                                                                                  

Lauds, Mon-Fri 6:45am. Vespers, Mon-Fri 5:45pm . Holy Hour & Confes-
sions, Tuesday 7pm-8pm. Devotions: Sacred Heart First Friday 12noon, 
6pm Latin. Divine Mercy, Saturday 3pm. Lady of Perpetual Help, Wed. 
12noon. Lady of  Fatima First  Saturday, 8:30am. Communal Rosary 
prayer after all daily Masses.                                                                                   

   

Star of the Sea Church             
4420 Geary Blvd.                    
San Francisco, CA 94118        
(415)  751-0450
www.starparish.com
Office Hours                       
M-TH 8:30am-5pm
Friday 8:30am-12pm,     
1pm-5pm      

The office will be 
closed on Dec. 31, 
2024 and  Jan. 1, 

2025 in observance 
of the New Year

H appy New Year!
December 29, 2024  The Holy Family (red missal pg 63; Sunday in the Octave of Christmas Latin missal pg 212 

One of our December newborns, 
Peter Lorenzo, son of Thomas and 

Jacqueline Jacobi

Our new 9:30 choir on Christmas Day
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The Sunday Scriptures
The Holy Family (1 Sam 1: 20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3: 1-2, 21-24; Lk 
2: 41-52) As I observed in my pastor?s column in this bulletin, 
everyone longs for home, and for a place in a family. The 
Nativity scenes at Christmas portray the Holy Family and give 
us hope that we too can be members of a holy and happy 
family ourselves. It's not easy, but neither is it complicated. 
Follow the rules for families in the Bible and Church teaching, 
and you will have reasonably happy and supportive families. 
Call upon Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and they will help you.

Sat 12/28 8:30am

12noon

4:30pm

? Fernando Manzon (bday)
Int.  of Matthew and Tara Gariano (wedding anniv)
Int. of Ramel Macalalad & Family

Sun 12/29 8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

7:30pm

? Patricia Keiter (anniv)

Int. of Geraldine Walsh- Doherty (bday)

? Vilma West

People of the Parish

Mon 
12/30

7:00am

12noon

6:00pm

? Irene Osborne
Int. of Jean Low
Int. of Jordi Cortez (bday)
Int. of Nasrin Branz and Family
Int. of Bob Tobin (healing)
Int. of Celestino and Sonia Calupad (57yrs
 wedding anniv)
? William R. Whelan
? Gloria Agero (anniv)

Int. of Robert Palmer
Int. of The Aguirre Family
Int. of Jordi Cortez (bday)
Int. of Javier Zavaleta (bday)
? Fr. Guiliana
? Wiliam Tobin
? Louie and Ramona (wedding anniv)

Tue 12/31 7:00am
12:00pm
6:00pm

? Pope Benedict XVI (anniv)
Int. of Felix, Lucy and The Tai Family
Int. of Matthew and Tara Gariano

Wed 
01/01

7:00am
12:00pm

11:30am

? Fides Bernard

? Daniel Salek

? Joan Delach

Thu 01/02 7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

? Souls in Purgatory
? Amarilis Cifuentes Garcia
Int. of Bob and Sherly Tobin

Fri 01/03 7:00am

12noon

6:00pm

? For the souls of those who have jumped to 
their deaths from the Golden Gate Bridge
Int. of Holy Name Society

Int. of Aida Nicolas

Sat 01/04 8:30am
12noon

4:30pm

? Peter Dwyer

Int. of  Jeniffer Park (bday)

Int. of Aida Nicolas

Mass Intentions

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION        
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton?s feast day 
isJanuary 4.She was Protestant, She married 
and had 5 children. After her husband?s 
death, she became Catholic, founded the 
Sisters of Charity (following after the 
French Daughters of Charity), and was the 
founder of  Catholic schools and hospitals.
The Eucharist drew her to Catholicism. She 

is quoted: ?The Eucharist is the source and summit of the 
Christian life? and  ?The Eucharist nourished my profound 
faith and zeal for service.?
Sign up for a weekly Adoration commitment at 
www.adorationpro.org/star

DEVOTIONS
Monday-Saturday: Rosary prayer after all daily Masses.
Tuesdays: Holy Face Devotion, 6pm in the chapel.
Tuesdays Silent Holy Hour: 7-8pm in the church. 
Confessions available during the holy hour.                                                  
Saturdays: Divine Mercy Chaplet, 3pm in the church.
Sundays: Latin Rosary, 11am in the church. Pamphlets 
with the Latin words will be provided.  
Sundays: Rosary Walk, 2:30pm at St. Mary's Cathedral. 
For updates: https://star.flocknote.com/Rosary Walk.

FORMED RECOMMENDATIONS: http://watch.formed.org
Free for all parishioners. Register! Formed.org

30 Minutes BC

30 Minutes BC creatively explores the profound emotions 
and intimate struggles of Mary and Joseph during the final 
30 minutes before the birth of Jesus. As the clock ticks down, 
the couple navigates a whirlwind of hope, joy, and 
uncertainty, turning to God amidst it all.

PRAYERS OF THE SICK: Mariana Mendieta, Patrick 
Loughran, Mark Sellai, Rovelyn Vila, Aurelia Scholar, Pablo 

Barrundia, Hannalore Schatz, Vicky Carfagno, Margaret 
Sellai, Mary Ann Eiler, Shawn Mickle, Marie Bellas, Renato 
Guevara, Philip Chung, Emilio So, Ruth Acosta, Sarah Miller 

Sinn, Justin Chin and all sick parishioners. 

SMALL STUDIO NEEDED 

BETWEEN $700-$750 MONTHLY FOR SENIOR ON SOCIAL 
SECURITY.  PLEASE CALL PATRICIA AT 415 933-6228 (no text 

messages ) OR EMAIL: patricia.rea2018@yahoo.com

Pick leball 

Wednesdays, 6:30pm - 9pm  
St ar  of  t he Sea Gym ,          
345 8t h Ave. 

For  m ore inform at ion cont act  Dennis Aguir re  
(650) 302-7908 

http://www.adorationpro.org/star
https://star.flocknote.com/RosaryWalk
https://star.flocknote.com/RosaryWalk
https://watch.formed.org/ydisciple


          STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH    
         Use Venmo for:
      Sunday Offertory,  Lighting Candles, 
          Church Kiosk purchases.     

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Parish office, 415-751-0450 
www.starparish.com

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE & 
ALL SACRAMENTS  
415-751-0450

Adoration Committee       
Laurie Murdock 415-244-8186  
staradorationsf@gmail.com

Parish Finance Council                   
Ryan Sebers 
ryan@starparish.com

Altar Servers                              
Bryan Calmeyer 
bryancalmeyer@me.com

OCIA Order of  Christian 
Initiation of  Adults                        
Gregory Moeck 310-694-6380 
gmoeck@gmail.com

Filipino American 
Association (FAASTAR)                        
Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193

Star of  the Sea Preschool        
Stella Maris Academy          
415-745-2474
www.stellamarissf.org

Foundation of  Prayers for 
Priests Apostolate                                   
Carmen Duran 
dumaryc@gmail.com

Our Lady of  Fatima, Star 
Pro-Life Apostolate Thursdays 
6-7pm, & Sat. 10-11am               
1522 Bush St. 

Young Adults                     
Carene Umubyeyi  
tetacarene@gmail.com, 
Christopher Jardine 
chrisjjardine@gmail.com

Sacred Music Program      
Lynn Kraehling 415-812-2462 
lynn@starparish.com Karolina 
Zapolska (Choirs)  
karolina@starparish.com

Lectors                             
Deacon Albert Nimri 
415-683-4295   
animri@starparish.com

Star Outreach to the Poor                  
Ed Katz 415-740-3939         
Saori Okawa 
okawasaori@gmail.com 

Legion of  Mary                   
James Crim 415-577-9817 
james9crim@gmail.com

Ushers and Greeters         
Kevin Mcloone 
kmcloone@gmail.com 

Marriage & Family 
Apostolate  Christina Sullivan  
starmarriageandfamily@gmail.com

Knights of  Columbus             
Kevin Mcloone  415-319-0413  
kmcloone@gmail.com    

Thursday Bible Study         
3-4:30pm at Parish Rectory.     
Bill McCarty 415-876-8551

Holy Name Society           
(Divine Mercy Devotion)                
Thelma Queri, 415-751-0450                                

Bulletin Announcements   
mariella@starparish.com         
(Ad submissions due by 3:00 pm 
on Tuesdays). 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Mariella Zevallos 
mariella@starparish.com   
415- 751-0450
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Programs &  Apostolates

 

New in the parish? Please register!
Nuevo en la Parroquia? Registrate! 

flocknote.com/star 

Receive news & updates from Fr. Joseph Illo, sign up to Flocknote.com/star. Get access to the best selection of catholic educational materials, sign up for formed.org (information 
below). Use Venmo to pay for candles, kiosk items, offertory, etc . Use your cellphone camera to scan the QR codes.

Formed.org/Sign up as a parishioner/Create new 
account: find your parish (zip code 94118)/ Select 
Star of the Sea/next/Create a new account:Your 

name and email/sign up!

youtube.com/
starparish 

facebook.com/
starparishsf www.starparish.com

Keep Our  Par ish Prosperous
Your generous financial gifts ensures that Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church will continue thriving to provide a peaceful 
sanctuary for prayer, worship and evangelization in the 
Richmond District. Our doors are open 7 days a week!

WAYS OF SUPPORTING STAR OF THE THE SEA:
Of fertory gif ts online: www.starparish.com/give 
Offertory Donation Envelopes: Place cash /check written 
to Star of the Sea in the offertory donation envelopes in the 
church and place in collection basket, or drop offertory 
envelope in the parish office mailbox. Star of the Sea 4420 
Geary Blvd, San Francisco, CA. 94118                                 
Matching Contribution: 
Double your gift to Star of the 
Sea with an equal contribution 
from your employer! As 
501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, we qualify to receive matches from companies all 
over the Bay Area. If your company offers this program, ask 
your employer for a form to submit a matching request. For 
information contact: mariella@starparish.com                                                                                             

JOIN OCIA (ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS)
Are you interested in becoming Catholic?    

 Do you wish to receive the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation? Please contact: Greg Moeck  (310) 694-6380, 

gmoeck@gmail.com

PLANNED GIVING 
ONE CHARITABLE GIFT, A LEGACY OF BENEFITS

Consider listing Star of  the Sea as benef iciary in 
your Will (advisable to have one). It preserves the 
mission and values of  the church in its ministry.

 For information call Mariella at the parish 
of f ice: (415) 751-0450 
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To give online: www.starparish.com/give

STEWARD STATS Through work, we serve, 
minister, and become God's stewards on the earth.

Time: Special thanks to the many visitors that attended the 
Christmas Masses at Star. 
Talent: Four altar servers attended the Christmas Eve Mass.
Treasure: Sunday Offering $ 8,840

16 SH RIN ES OF OUR L ADY AT STAR of the SEA             
Book a tour to visit the 16 apparition shrines of our Lady.   

VISIT: https://starparish.com/marys-shrine/

STAR OF THE SEA NEW YEAR'S LITURGY  

Special thanks to the 
Guardsmen Organization for 
their donation of three live 
Christmas trees and wreaths 
to Star of the Sea, and to all 
parishioners who donated 
gifts for children in need from 
the "Home Away From 
Homelessness Program." Also 
thank you for the beautiful 
poinsettias which are making 
our church looking more 
festive this Christmas! 

A memorable prayerful moment, when Fr. Javier Ravasi, our visiting priest from Argentina, and four of our parish 
faithful altar servers placed "Baby Jesus" in the manger before the Vigil Christmas Mass last Tuesday. 
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