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The Immaculate Conception
Sunday is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
celebrated at the 11:30 Mass. But 
we celebrate this feast in the 
newer calendar tomorrow at the 
noon and 6pm Masses. If you go 
to an English Mass today, you 
are bound to go to one of those 

Masses tomorrow. We get to go twice this week!
The Path to Christmas On December 1st we set 
out on the path to Christmas, making this the 
happiest time of the year. This flower-strewn path 
leads to Bethlehem, which in Hebrew means 
?House of Bread.? In Bethlehem there lies a 
delightful House of Bread, a bright home in which 
we are fed at St. Joseph?s table, comforted by 
Mother Mary and charmed by the baby Jesus, the 
Bread of Life. Bethlehem has inspired all kinds of 
holiday breads, from gingerbread houses to 
cinnamon rolls, Yule logs and sugar cookies with 
green and red sprinkles, mince 
pies and fruitcakes, Christmas 
pinwheels and sweet potato 
dinner rolls, not to mention 
figgy pudding. Christmas is the 
happiest time of the year 
because food is love, and we are 
happiest when good food made 
by loving hands surrounds us.
Christianity is a religion of 
food. Its original sin was to eat 
of a forbidden fruit, and its 
Founder commanded us to ?eat and drink in 
memory of me.? Our fundamental act of worship 
is to consume bread which has become His Body. 
We attain mystical communion with God and 
each other by partaking of consecrated bread and 
wine. Today I am 63 years old, and an aging man 
asks himself what he has done with his life. The 
answer came at morning Mass: I was born to feed 
the ?little birds? who line up at the altar rail for 
the Body and the Blood each morning. A man is  
fundamentally a breadwinner, putting bread and 
meat on the table. Blessed is the man called to put 
the Bread of Life on God?s table. Thank you, dear 

Savior, for my vocation to the priesthood! Thank 
you, dear God, for my brother priests, and for all 
the children of the New Israel who hunger for the 
Bread of eternal life. Thank you for my dear 
parishioners, who kneel at the edge of the 
sanctuary every day to be fed by the hand of God.
Foodies The other day I cycled by San Francisco?s 
bison herd in Golden Gate Park, which seems to be 
growing. After the 1906 earthquake the number 
of bisons was increased, it is said, to provide an 
emergency food source for the city should supply 
lines break down again. But how many people 
would 12 bisons feed, and for how long, if it came 
to that? During Covid many worried that food 
delivery systems would break down, and going 
hungry is never far from any of our minds. In 
1968, Paul Erlich?s book The Population Bomb 
predicted that hundreds of millions would starve 
from worldwide food shortages in the 1970s. Will 
we ever have a safe and secure food source?
The fact is, even the most substantial food doesn?t 

sustain us for long. We have 
to eat again after a few hours. 
What we really need is 
supersubstantial food. This 
morning, in fact, I gave 30 
people ?food that lasts? .? 
Having fed 5000 men with 
more than they could eat, 
Jesus told them not to work 
for ?food which perishes, but 
for the food which endures 
to eternal life, which the Son 

of Man will give to you.?
A Comeback? They say religion is coming back to 
San Francisco. Apparently my fair city has lost its 
title of ?America?s most secular city? to Seattle, 
and even Big Tech is beginning to realize what 
Steve Jobs has always known: an Apple device is 
helpful but not enough. Many newcomers to my 
parish are truly San Francisco foodies (how 
wonderful when they invite me to their favorite 
restaurants!), but they are pouring into Star of the 
Sea for something more. They want that 
supersubstantial bread that they?ve been hearing 
about. Fr. Joseph Illo
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LITURGY AND DEVOTIONS                                                                                                                                                 
Daily Mass: M-F, 7am Latin, 12noon, 6pm. Saturday 8:30am, 12noon Latin. 
Sat.Vigil Mass 4:30pm. Sunday, 8am, 9:30am, 11:30am Latin, 7:30pm. Holy 
Day Mass, 7am Latin, 12noon, 6pm Sung Latin Mass. Confessions: 15 min. 
before Mass, (7am after Mass), Sat. 3:15-4:15pm. Eucharistic Adoration 24/7.                                                                                                                                                  

Lauds, Mon-Fri 6:45am. Vespers, Mon-Fri 5:45pm . Holy Hour & Confes-
sions, Tuesday 7pm-8pm. Devotions: Sacred Heart First Friday 12noon, 
6pm Latin. Divine Mercy, Saturday 3pm. Lady of Perpetual Help, Wed. 
12noon. Lady of  Fatima First  Saturday, 8:30am. Communal Rosary 
prayer after all daily Masses.                                                                                   

   

Star of the Sea Church             
4420 Geary Blvd.                    
San Francisco, CA 94118        
(415)  751-0450
www.starparish.com
Office Hours                       
M-TH 8:30am-5pm
Friday 8:30am-12pm,     
1pm-5pm      

December 8, 2024  Second Sunday of Advent (red missal pg 17; The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Latin missal pg 1059)         

Second Sunday of 
Advent
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The Sunday Scriptures
Winding Roads (Bar 5: 1-9; Phil 1: 4-6, 8-11; Lk 3: 1-6) John 
the Baptist makes his appearance in today?s Gospel, quoting the 
Prophet Isaiah: ?Prepare Ye the Way? .? Isaiah was describing 
the way back to Israel from the Babylonian Captivity in the 6th 
Century BC, but the Prophet really tells of a final return of the 
tribes from the captivity of this earthly exile to our homeland 
in heaven. We go through winding ways in this life, but with 
the hope of reaching a straight road someday to heaven.

Sat 12/07 8:30am

12noon

4:30pm

? Murphy Lee Thomas

? Antonia Rodriguez

Int. of Celia Tabobo

Sun 12/08 8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

7:30pm

? Msgr. Cornelius Burns

? William Flora

Int. of Gabriel Gamez Mendoza (bday)

People of the Parish

Mon 
12/09

7:00am

12noon

6:00pm

? Souls in Purgatory

Int. of Sarah Miller Sinn (healing)
? Sonny Paule
? Rita Severino
? Juliette ToTah
? Stella Zeszotek

Int. of The Arriola Family
Int. of Canice Lin Au Yeung
? Betsy Black
?George Carter
? Carmen Aguirre

Tue 12/10 7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

? Joao T. Abreu
? Souls in Purgatory
Int. of Lynn Kraehling (bday)

Wed 
12/11

7:00am
12noon

6:00pm

? Andrew Lazarus Shapiro

? Richard Joseph Kulda

Int. of  Ernest Lardizabal (bday)

Thu 12/12 7:00am
12noon
6:00pm

Int. of The Carcache Family
? Amparo Alhama
Int. of Danielle Colvert (bday)

Fri 12/13 7:00am

9:00am

12noon

6:00pm

? Eurico Rocha Dias

Int. of Gregory Moeck and Family

? Natalie Cardosa Coelho

Int. of Jirka, Alenka and Rodina Svobodovi

Sat 12/14 8:30am
12noon
4:30pm

? Jenny Chow (anniv)
Int. of Pro-Life
? Rene Ing

Mass Intentions

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION        
We celebrate St. Lucy on December 13.  Her 
signature portrait includes her holding her 
plucked eyeballs on a golden plate. Upon her 
death, her eyes were restored. She is quoted, 
?You cannot bend my will to your purpose; 
whatever you do to my body.?

Prayer: Dear St. Lucy, by your intercession with God, obtain for me 
perfect vision for my bodily eyes and the grace to use them for God's 
greater honor and glory and the salvation of all men... Amen.
Grow in heroic faith with a weekly Adoration commitment 
at www.adorationpro.org/star

DEVOTIONS
Monday-Saturday, Public Rosary prayer after all daily 
Masses.
Tuesdays, Holy Face Devotion, 6pm in the chapel.
Tuesdays Silent Holy Hour, 7-8pm in the church. 
Confessions available during the holy hour.                                                  
Saturdays, Divine Mercy Chaplet, 3pm in the church.
Sundays,  Latin Rosary, 11am in the church. Pamphlets 
with the Latin words will be provided.  
Sundays, Rosary Walk, 2:30pm at St. Mary's Cathedral. 
For updates: https://star.flocknote.com/Rosary Walk.

FORMED RECOMMENDATIONS: http://watch.formed.org
Free for all parishioners. Register! Formed.org
Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Message The most important 
event in the evangelization of the New World occurred in 
December, 1531. Over the course of four days, the Virgin Mary, 
under the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, appeared to an 
indigenous convert named Juan Diego. As a result of this 
encounter, and the image miraculously imprinted on Juan Diego's 
tilma (cloak), nine million Native Americans embraced the 
Catholic faith, and the Americas began its transformation into the 
Catholic hemisphere. This movie traces the history of this 
transformative event from the 16th century to the present. 

PRAYERS OF THE SICK: Mariana Mendieta, Patrick Loughran, Mark Sellai, Rovelyn Vila, Aurelia Scholar, Pablo Barrundia, 
Hannalore Schatz, Vicky Carfagno, Margaret Sellai, Mary Ann Eiler, Shawn Mickle, Marie Bellas,  Renato Guevara, Philip Chung, 

Emilio So, Ruth Acosta, Sarah Miller Sinn, Justin Chin and all sick parishioners. 

A Very Marian Advent Prayer Service            
Join Archbishop Cordileone and a 
superb choir conducted by maestro 
Timothy McDonnel. Featuring two 
world premiere's Advent/Christmas 
Carols commisioned by Archbishop 
Cordileone through the Benedict  

XVI Institute.                          Star 
of  the Sea Church December 15, 

4pm-5:30pm followed by 
reception in the auditorium 

http://www.adorationpro.org/star
https://star.flocknote.com/RosaryWalk
https://star.flocknote.com/RosaryWalk
https://watch.formed.org/ydisciple


          STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH    
         Use Venmo for:
      Sunday Offertory,  Lighting Candles, 
          Church Kiosk purchases.     

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Parish office, 415-751-0450 
www.starparish.com

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE & 
ALL SACRAMENTS  
415-751-0450

Adoration Committee       
Laurie Murdock 415-244-8186  
staradorationsf@gmail.com

Parish Finance Council                   
Ryan Sebers 
ryan@starparish.com

Altar Servers                              
Bryan Calmeyer 
bryancalmeyer@me.com

RCIA Rite of  Christian 
Initiation of  Adults                        
Gregory Moeck 310-694-6380 
gmoeck@gmail.com

Filipino American 
Association (FAASTAR)                        
Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193

Star of  the Sea Preschool        
Stella Maris Academy          
415-745-2474
www.stellamarissf.org

Foundation of  Prayers for 
Priests Apostolate                                   
Carmen Duran 
dumaryc@gmail.com

Our Lady of  Fatima, Star 
Pro-Life Apostolate Thursdays 
6-7pm, & Sat. 10-11am               
1522 Bush St. 

Young Adults                     
Carene Umubyeyi  
tetacarene@gmail.com, 
Christopher Jardine 
chrisjjardine@gmail.com

Sacred Music Program      
Lynn Kraehling 415-812-2462 
lynn@starparish.com Karolina 
Zapolska (Choirs)  
karolina@starparish.com

Lectors                             
Deacon Albert Nimri 
415-683-4295   
animri@starparish.com

Star Outreach to the Poor                  
Ed Katz 415-740-3939         
Saori Okawa 
okawasaori@gmail.com 

Legion of  Mary                   
James Crim 415-577-9817 
james9crim@gmail.com

Ushers and Greeters         
Kevin Mcloone 
kmcloone@gmail.com 

Marriage & Family 
Apostolate  Christina Sullivan  
starmarriageandfamily@gmail.com

Knights of  Columbus             
Kevin Mcloone  415-319-0413  
kmcloone@gmail.com    

Thursday Bible Study         
3-4:30pm at Parish Rectory.     
Bill McCarty 415-876-8551

Holy Name Society           
(Divine Mercy Devotion)                
Thelma Queri, 415-751-0450                                

Bulletin Announcements   
mariella@starparish.com         
(Ad submissions due by 3:00 pm 
on Tuesdays). 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Mariella Zevallos 
mariella@starparish.com   
415- 751-0450
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Programs &  Apostolates

 

New in the parish? Please register!
Nuevo en la Parroquia? Registrate! 

flocknote.com/star 

Receive news & updates from Fr. Joseph Illo, sign up to Flocknote.com/star. Get access to the best selection of catholic educational materials, sign up for formed.org (information 
below). Use Venmo to pay for candles, kiosk items, offertory, etc . Use your cellphone camera to scan the QR codes.

Formed.org/Sign up as a parishioner/Create new 
account: find your parish (zip code 94118)/ Select 
Star of the Sea/next/Create a new account:Your 

name and email/sign up!

youtube.com/
starparish 

facebook.com/
starparishsf www.starparish.com

Keep Our  Par ish Prosperous
Your generous financial gifts ensures that Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church will continue thriving to provide a peaceful 
sanctuary for prayer, worship and evangelization in the 
Richmond District. Our doors are open 7 days a week!

WAYS OF SUPPORTING STAR OF THE THE SEA:
Of fertory gif ts online: www.starparish.com/give 
Offertory Donation Envelopes: Place cash /check written 
to Star of the Sea in the offertory donation envelopes in the 
church and place in collection basket, or drop offertory 
envelope in the parish office mailbox. Star of the Sea 4420 
Geary Blvd, San Francisco, CA. 94118                                 
Matching Contribution: 
Double your gift to Star of the 
Sea with an equal contribution 
from your employer! As 
501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, we qualify to receive matches from companies all 
over the Bay Area. If your company offers this program, ask 
your employer for a form to submit a matching request. For 
information contact: mariella@starparish.com                                                                                             

JOIN RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS)
Are you interested in becoming Catholic?    

 Do you wish to receive the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation? Please contact: Greg Moeck  (310) 694-6380, 

gmoeck@gmail.com

PLANNED GIVING 
ONE CHARITABLE GIFT, A LEGACY OF BENEFITS

Consider listing Star of  the Sea as benef iciary in 
your Will (advisable to have one). It preserves the 
mission and values of  the church in its ministry.

 For information call Mariella at the parish 
of f ice: (415) 751-0450 
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STEWARD STATS Through work, we serve, minister, 
and become God's stewards on the earth.

Time:  Seven people joined the Holy Face Devotion last 
Tuesday.
Talent: 8 lectors served at our Masses last week.
Treasure: Sunday offering $11,099
Thanksgiving $2,371

16 SH RIN ES OF OUR L ADY AT STAR of the SEA                                                                
Book a tour to visit the 16 apparition shrines of our Lady.   

VISIT: https://starparish.com/marys-shrine/

Cookies and Carols
A Festive Event of Traditional Carols and Christmas Music

Presented by St. Mary?s Cathedral Choirs
Stella Maris Academy Choir

Accompanied by your favorite cookies and desserts
Sunday, December 15, 2024 at 7:00 pm

St. Mary?s Cathedral, 1111 Gough St., San Francisco
$25 Adults; $15 Seniors; Students Under 5 free

Tickets: at the cathedral office, gift shop, and at the door. 

Please donate red Poinsettias
to decorate our Altars this coming 
Christmas. Drop them off in the office 
or in the church between December 
20th to Dec 23rd. Thank you!

CATHEDRAL DEANERY 2024 
SIMBANG GABI NOVENA

In preparation for Christmas
December 15, Sunday 5:30pm St.Dominic

December 16, Monday 8:15am St. Vincent de Paul

December 17, Tuesday 6:00pm Star of the Sea (followed by 
reception in the auditorium)

December18, Wednesday 12noon St Agnes

December19,Thursday 6:00pm St. Monica/St.Thomas Apostle 
December 20, Friday 8:00am Most Holy Redeemer
December 21, Saturday 5:00PM St.Ignatius

December 22, Sunday 10:30am St. Benedict

December 23, Monday 7:30am St. Mary's Cathedral                 
For information Contact: Estrelle Chan 415-336-9193

21st Century Eucharistic Miracles   
Presented by Dr. Scott French                                                                               

Hear what scientific investigations have discovered about new 
miracles from this century! Q&A session and refreshments  
following the presentation. Free admission. Information: 

conniehalog@sonic.net       
STAR OF THE SEA AUDITORIUM

SATURDAY DEC. 14, 9AM, 1PM, 5:30PM
SUNDAY DEC. 15, 9am, 10:30am, 1pm 

GIVING TREE                                  
Thank you for your generous contributions 
to the youth and families from ?HOME 
AWAY.? Please take a card or more! from 
the Giving Tree located at the west side 
entrance of the church, and bring your gifts 
to the Rectory office by December 17, 12 
noon. A blessed Advent and Christmas!                                                                                     


	895975-12-08-2024
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


