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Fr om the Pastor
A Parish Named for Our Lady
My Dear Parishioners,
Our parish is one of the few churches in San Francisco named for Our Lady, the Mother of God. Of
course our Cathedral is named for Our Lady of the Assumption. Old St. Mary?s, Our Lady of Fatima
Russian Catholic parish (a little parish located within St. Monica?s convent), and Notre Dame des
Victoires are three others in the City named for Our Lady. Many tourists passing by on Geary
Boulevard see the large blue ?Star of the Sea? sign on our church façade and wonder what these
words might mean. It might remind some of tunafish (?chicken of the sea?) or perhaps they imagine
we are a church of astrologists or some astronomical institute located in an old church building.
Sausalito also has a Star of the Sea parish, pastored by my friend Fr. Michael Quinn. San Jose, Santa
Cruz, Los Angeles, and San Diego all have ?Star of the Sea? parishes as well. We are the mother
church of the Richmond District, founded in 1884 by Irish Catholics when Geary Boulevard was just
a sandy track to the beach. They put their trust in Our Lady to guide them over the perilous waters of
this life to our haven?s rest, the Kingdom of Heaven. To honor our Lady and show our trust in her,
please consider making the First Saturday devotions every month at either the 8:30am Mass or the
4:30pm Mass. Our Lady of Fatima asked that we attend Mass, pray the Rosary, make a good
confession, and spend 15 minutes in quiet meditation, at least five first Saturdays in a row. Our Lady
knew that five times is enough to develop a sweet habit of prayer, so most people just keep going
after the fifth month! Please also come to the May Crowning on May 6 at the 9:30am Mass. Finally,
don?t miss Msgr. Leo Maasburg, a priest from Vienna, Austria, who worked 25 years with Mother
Teresa. We gave his beautiful little book, Mother Teresa, at the Christmas Masses in 2016. He will
speak about Mother Teresa?s love for our Lady, among other stories, on May 20 at 6pm. Let us love
and obey our dear Mother, the Ocean?s Star!
Rosary Procession
in Lourdes, France,
during our recent
parish pilgrimage

Star of the Sea's pilgrimage to Fatima this
past fall. Photosby Claire Herrick
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STAR MOTHERS
By Elizabeth Machado
Star of the Sea Mothers' Group is a small
but growing group of young mothers in the
parish that provides spiritual nourishment
and companionship in our maternal
vocation. The Star mothers' group is distinct
from others around our beautiful city in that
we hope above all to grow in holiness and
so lift up entire families. The maternal
vocation of our Lady played a decisive role
in the salvation of mankind, and we want to
imitate her.

Saint s Zelie and Louis Mart in,
parent s of St . Therese

Open to all mothers, the group meets once a
month at the 8:30am Saturday Mass followed by a light breakfast and discussion on an assigned reading. Our
last book was the little biography of St. Therese's mother, The Mother of the Little Flower: Zelie Martin. Fr. Illo
has also initiated discussions on the Mysteries of the Rosary and the liturgical seasons.
After Fr. Illo's brief presentation and the discussion following, we enjoy a lively fellowship, a time for
community and sharing, where the mothers discuss their joys and crosses. The group also schedules organized
events, such as our recent day out at Kirby Cove (in the Marin Headlands) on Easter Monday.
If you would like to learn more about our fellowship or support these young mothers of our parish, please
contact Liz Machado at 415.640.3416.?
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ElizabethMachadoheads Star of the Sea's Mother's Group

David Gallagher, our new principal

A NEW PRINCIPAL &
NEW CURRICULUM
By Fr. Joseph I llo
Last fall God took our beloved school principal, Mr.
Terrence Hanley, back to Himself. No one expected
Mr. Hanley?s life to end so soon, but in God?s good
providence, when one man?s work in this life ends,
another man?s work begins. I am pleased to announce
that Mr. David Gallagher, our current eighth grade
teacher, will become our school principal this
summer. I want to thank Mrs. Teresa Poon, who has
served as our acting principal. I have greatly enjoyed
working with her.
Mr. Gallagher has taught at Star of the Sea for 17
years, and he served as vice principal for testing and
student activities for many years. He designed our
summer school program and has served as its
principal since 2007. Mr. Gallagher earned his BA in
Speech Communication Studies from the University
of San Francisco in 1991 and his Master's in
Educational Administration in 2013. He has attended
several seminars in Asian studies as well.

Along with a new principal, I?m
excited to announce that our school
will be rolling out a new curriculum in
the fall of 2019. The Archdiocese has
asked our school to develop the
Catholic Liberal Education model, also
known generally as ?Classical Curriculum.? The
Classical or Liberal Education movement began in
England sixty years ago, and today over 260 schools
have adopted this model. In March I attended a
seminar with our schools department at St. Jerome
Academy near Washington, D.C. Mr. Gallagher will
be attending a July seminar at Catholic University in
Washington sponsored by the Institute for Catholic
Liberal Education? their website has good articles on
this educational approach. Having seen the test
scores, enrollment numbers, and great excitement
generated by this model, I share the enthusiasm of our
faculty over this new direction. It?s worth noting that
many tech giants, such as Steve Jobs and Mark
Zuckerberg, greatly value the more classical approach
to prepare for later education in technology.
Beginning with the classics of literature and history,
children learn how to think in a way that prepares
them to excel in all careers.
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Upcoming Events
May 1

Solemn High Latin Mass on the Feast of St. Joseph the Wor ker, 6:30pm

May 4

Fir st Fr iday Mass of the Sacr ed Hear t, 5:30pm (Latin)

May 5

Fir st Satur day devotions: 8:30am Mass followed by the Rosar y and r eflection

May 5

Poet Laur eate Dana Gioa and Dr. Anthony Esolen speak on the Catholic
Imagination at 524 Lasuen Mall, Stanfor d Univer sity, 12:30- 2pm

May 6

Schoolchildr en Cr own Our Lady dur ing the 9:30am Mass

May 10

Solemn High Latin Mass on Ascension Thur sday, 6:30pm

May 12

Star of the Sea School Festival, noon to 4pm; Laur el par king lot and gym

May 13

Mother 's Day Mexican Fiesta after the 9:30am Mass

May 19

Flor es de Mayo, Rosar y pr ocession at 3:00pm; dinner with Filipino folk
dancing at 6:30pm in auditor ium

May 20

Speaker s Ser ies: Monsignor Leo Maasbur g fr om Vienna, Austr ia, on the Life
and Spir ituality of Mother Ter esa of Calcutta, 6pm in the auditor ium

May 31

Solemn High Latin Mass on the Feast of Cor pus Chr isti, 6:30pm

Hard-working folks in t he parish
office. Come by and say Hi! t o us
anyt ime!
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A Stewardship Profile

Richar d Donohue
By M ar iella Zevallos

Christian Stewardship brings joy! Those who offer their time and their gifts to the
parish will always experience joy if they give them for Christ. It is hard not to see
that joy in Richard Donohue, who always brings a smile and a desire to help others.
Stewardship as a way of life comes naturally to Richard Donohue, who with his
loving wife, Jeannine, are regulars at the Saturday 4:30 pm Mass. Loyal parishioners
since their wedding 56 years ago, Richard and Jeannine are blessed with 3 adult
children and 5 grandchildren. Richard recently celebrated his big 85th birthday in
the company of his family and many Star of the Sea parishioners. Richard and
Jeannine always attend parish social events. The dinner dances at the church keep
Jeannine and Richard on their toes, and they inspire us all!
Richard is an active volunteer at Star. With 60 years as a member of the Knights of
Columbus Golden Gate Council, Richard transferred to our new Saint Joseph the
Worker Council at Star of the Sea six months ago. He is president of the Holy Name
Society and served as extraordinary minister of Holy Communion and usher. He
visits the homebound with a generous and kind spirit. Richard practices humble acts
of service to all in need. He attends the parish weekly Bible study, is a member of
our new Book Club, and distributes weekly bulletins to local neighbors. When it
comes to prayer, Richard is present in many of the church liturgical celebrations. His
favorite prayer, the Angel of God, can be heard often with the daily Rosary. Not
with words but deeds done, with love and laughter and purpose to share a
meaningful life, Richard faithfully serves God. Prayerful, dedicated, and generous,
Richard is always doing the right thing passionately and with a happy heart.

Mariella Zevallosdirects our parish efforts to make stewardship a way
of life at Star of the Sea
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Have you been Confir med?
Want to know more about being
Catholic?
Star of the Sea is blessed to have an active
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
program. If you are interested in becoming
Catholic, please call us at 415.751.0740 and
we?ll be happy to put you in touch with a priest
who can guide you through your journey.
Classes are on Mondays, 6:30 pm ? 8:00pm,
at the parish office.

Bishop Justice anointing K ei M cHale

Sunday Masses

Weekday Masses

Confessions

Satur day Vigil: 4:30 pm
Ear ly Mor ning: 8am

Latin: 7:30am
English: 12 noon

15 minutes before every Mass

Family Mass: 9:30am
Latin Mass: 11:30am
Candlelight Mass: 7:30pm

Euchar istic Ador ation

Satur days:
3:15 - 4:15 pm

Monday 8:30am thr ough
Satur day 4pm

Tuesdays:
7:00- 8:00pm

